
Wasena Neighborhood Plan

23

Quality of Life
Wasena Park is a 41-acre community park. The Department of Parks and Recre-
ation defines a community park as one which is designed to meet community-
based recreation needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces.
A community park usually serves two or more neighborhoods and a half-mile to 3-
mile radius. Wasena Park includes amenities for recreational activities (softball,
basketball, tennis, etc.), playgrounds, picnic tables, a comfort station (a restroom
and water fountain) and a scenic drive. In addition, the park offers nice biking,
jogging, walking, and fishing opportunities. The general public and various
organizations frequently use it as a venue for cookouts and parties, while the
Department of Parks and Recreation hosts league softball games and other
sporting events there.

Located adjacent to Wasena Park, Smith Park is a 10-acre community park.
The facility includes a picnic shelter with restrooms, a large playground structure,
and a small memorial garden. Triangle Park is a .3-acre park located between
Hamilton Avenue and Kerns Avenue. It provides a scenic open space with a picnic
table. The Wasena Neighborhood Forum hosts an annual block party at the park
in the fall.

In the heart of the neighborhood, between Hamilton and Valley Avenues near
Triangle Park, Valley Avenue Park is a two to three block stretch of well vegetated
land. This park provides the neighborhood with attractive green space; there are
several tall trees that hang over a grassy field.

The Roanoke River Greenway runs along Wiley Drive through Wasena and
Smith Parks. A segment of Wiley Drive is half pedestrian and half one-way
vehicular. It is in the floodway and has been closed in the past due to flooding.
The pedestrian lane is well utilized by pedestrians, runners, and people walking
pets. It also provides a connection to Rivers Edge Park on Reserve Avenue.

In addition to the Roanoke River Greenway, the proposed Brambleton Avenue
Greenway runs through the neighborhood. This greenway would connect to the
Roanoke River Greenway from Brambleton Avenue via Brighton Street. The
proposed Murray Run Greenway would intersect with the Brambleton Avenue
Greenway and run along Brandon Avenue to connect with the Roanoke River
Greenway. These routes are listed in the Roanoke Valley Conceptual Greenway
Plan, but have yet to be developed.
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Wiley Drive has in the past been closed for long periods when the Roanoke River
floods. Most of the properties that lie within the flood plain are in the industrial
district. The Roanoke River Flood Reduction Project will reduce the impact of
flooding along this segment of the river, however in periods of excessive rainfall
and water accumulation, Wiley Drive will likely flood. This situation has not
caused concern, as the street can easily be closed, and the parks are an appropriate
land use for this flood prone area. In addition to the properties acquired for the
Flood Reduction Project, in the future additional properties should be acquired
along the River and incorporated as park land.

Wasena Elementary School lies on the edge of the neighborhood on Sherwood
Avenue. Patrick Henry High School is approximately a half-mile from the neigh-
borhood at the corner of Grandin Road and Brandon Avenue. The Raleigh Court
Branch Public Library is on the campus of Patrick Henry on Grandin Road.
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